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Key Verse (John 20:22):

“And with that he breathed on them and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.’”

We live in a world filled with noise. There is the noise of technology, the noise of constant 
communication, the noise of competing voices, and even the inner noise of our own fears, anxieties, 
and desires. In such a world, one of the greatest spiritual challenges is not merely believing in God, 
but hearing God’s voice. Pentecost reminds us that God still speaks. The coming of the Holy Spirit is 
not only about power, miracles, or mission – it is about communication. It is about God making 
Himself known in a way that can be heard, understood, and experienced. The Scriptures for today – 
1 Kings 19:11–18, Psalm 29, Acts 2:1–13, and John 20:19–23 – offer us a rich and balanced 
understanding of how God speaks. Sometimes His voice is gentle and still; at other times it is 
powerful and unmistakable. The Holy Spirit enables us to discern His voice amid the noise of life. 
Let us reflect on this theme, “Pentecost: Hearing God’s Voice in a Noisy World,” through four 
movements drawn from these passages.

1. God Speaks in the Stillness (1 Kings 19:11–18)

The story of Elijah on Mount Horeb is one of the most profound revelations of how God speaks. 
Elijah, discouraged and exhausted, encounters a series of dramatic natural events – a powerful wind, 
an earthquake, and a fire. Yet the text clearly says, “the Lord was not in” these manifestations. 
Finally, Elijah hears a “gentle whisper” or “still small voice.” It is in this quiet moment that God 
speaks. This passage challenges our expectations. We often look for God in dramatic, extraordinary 
experiences. We assume that God must speak through loud and powerful signs. But Elijah teaches us 
that God often chooses the opposite – He speaks in stillness. In a noisy world, this is deeply relevant. 
The constant distractions around us make it difficult to hear the gentle voice of God. We are 
surrounded by information, but often deprived of reflection. We are connected to many voices, but 
disconnected from the divine voice. To hear God, we must cultivate silence. We must create spaces 
in our lives where we can listen. Prayer, meditation on Scripture, and moments of quiet become 
essential disciplines. The Holy Spirit helps us in this process. He tunes our hearts to recognize God’s 
voice. He quiets the inner noise and draws us into a deeper awareness of God’s presence. To 
celebrate Pentecost is to rediscover the value of silence – not as emptiness, but as a space where God 
speaks.

2. God Speaks with Power and Authority (Psalm 29)
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While Elijah emphasizes the stillness of God’s voice, Psalm 29 presents another dimension: the 
power of God’s voice. “The voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord is majestic.” The 
Psalm describes God’s voice as breaking cedars, shaking the wilderness, and flashing with lightning. 
This is a voice that cannot be ignored. It commands attention and reveals divine authority. This 
reminds us that God’s voice is not only gentle but also powerful. It has the ability to transform, to 
challenge, and to bring about change. On the day of Pentecost, this aspect of God’s voice becomes 
evident. The coming of the Holy Spirit is accompanied by a sound like a mighty rushing wind. It is 
not a silent event; it is a powerful manifestation that draws attention. In our lives, there are moments 
when God speaks with clarity and conviction. It may come through a sermon, a Scripture passage, a 
prophetic word, or a life-changing experience. At such times, God’s voice breaks through our 
resistance and calls us to transformation. The Holy Spirit is the one who makes God’s voice 
effective. He brings conviction to our hearts, reveals truth, and empowers us to respond. To hear 
God’s voice in a noisy world, we must be open not only to His gentle whisper but also to His 
powerful call. Sometimes, God shakes us so that we may truly listen.

3. God Speaks in a Way We Can Understand (Acts 2:1–13)

The Pentecost event in Acts 2 is a remarkable demonstration of God’s communication. The disciples 
are filled with the Holy Spirit and begin to speak in different languages. People from various regions 
hear them declaring God’s wonders in their own tongues. This is not merely a miracle of speech; it is 
a miracle of understanding. God speaks in a way that people can comprehend. One of the greatest 
barriers to communication is language – not only linguistic language but cultural, emotional, and 
spiritual language. Pentecost breaks these barriers. The Holy Spirit bridges the gap between God and 
humanity. In a noisy world, there are many voices competing for our attention. But not all voices 
bring clarity. Many create confusion, division, and misunderstanding. The voice of God, however, 
brings clarity and truth. The Holy Spirit helps us to discern what is from God and what is not. He 
enables us to understand God’s Word and apply it to our lives. Moreover, the Spirit also enables us 
to become communicators of God’s voice. Just as the disciples spoke in languages others could 
understand, we are called to share the Gospel in ways that are meaningful and relevant to those 
around us. Pentecost reminds us that God’s voice is not distant or obscure. Through the Holy Spirit, 
it becomes accessible, understandable, and transformative.

4. God Speaks Peace, Presence, and Purpose (John 20:19–23)

The Gospel passage presents a deeply intimate moment. The disciples are gathered behind locked 
doors, filled with fear and uncertainty. Into this situation, the risen Christ appears and speaks: “Peace 
be with you.” Then He breathes on them and says, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” This moment reveals 
the heart of Pentecost. The Holy Spirit is given not only to empower but also to bring peace, 
presence, and purpose. First, God speaks peace. In a noisy world filled with anxiety and fear, the 
voice of Christ brings calm and assurance. The Spirit communicates this peace to our hearts. 
Second, God speaks presence. Jesus stands among His disciples, showing that He is with them. 
Through the Holy Spirit, this presence becomes continuous and internal. Third, God speaks purpose. 
Jesus says, “As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” The Spirit empowers the disciples for 
mission. This is crucial. Hearing God’s voice is not an end in itself. It leads to action. The voice of 
God calls us into His mission – to be instruments of His peace, witnesses of His truth, and agents of 
His love. In our lives, the Holy Spirit continues to speak in this way. He assures us of God’s peace, 
reminds us of His presence, and calls us to His purpose. To hear God’s voice is to be transformed 
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and sent.

Conclusion

Pentecost is not just a historical event; it is a living reality. It reminds us that God still speaks, and 
through the Holy Spirit, we can hear His voice even in the midst of a noisy world. From Elijah, we 
learn to listen for God’s gentle whisper in the silence. From the Psalm, we recognize the power and 
authority of God’s voice. From Acts, we see how God speaks in ways we can understand. From the 
Gospel, we experience the voice of Christ bringing peace, presence, and purpose. The challenge 
before us is clear: will we listen? In a world filled with noise, we must intentionally tune our hearts 
to the voice of God. We must create space for silence, remain open to His power, seek His 
understanding, and respond to His call. May this Pentecost be a time of renewed listening – a time 
when we hear God’s voice more clearly and follow Him more faithfully.

Prayer

Gracious and loving God, We thank You for the gift of the Holy Spirit, Who speaks to us and dwells 
within us. Lord, in the midst of the noise of this world, Help us to hear Your voice. Quiet our hearts 
and open our ears to Your gentle whisper. Holy Spirit, come and fill us anew. Speak to us with 
clarity and power. Guide us into truth and lead us in Your ways. Lord Jesus, breathe Your peace into 
our lives. Remind us of Your presence and send us with Your purpose. Help us to listen, to 
understand, and to obey. May our lives reflect Your voice in the world. We offer ourselves to You, In 
the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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