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KEY VERSE

Matthew 17:8 - "When they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone."

READINGS
Isaiah 65:17–25; Psalm 149; Hebrews 11:32–40; Matthew 17:1-8

23 Sunday after Pentecost

All Saints Day

Introduction

All Saints Day is a celebration of the great cloud of witnesses who have gone before us, those who 
lived faithfully and finished their race in Christ. It is not just a remembrance of the dead but a 
celebration of the living reality of the Body of Christ that transcends time, space, and even death. We 
are not alone in our spiritual journey. We belong to a communion - a fellowship - that includes saints 
of the past, saints of the present, and saints yet to come. In the Nicene Creed, we affirm: "We believe 
in the communion of saints." But what does that mean for the life of the Church today? It means we 
are united with one another in Christ. It means we are part of a great and holy fellowship. It means 
we are called to live as saints - set apart for God’s purposes, walking in faith, and bearing witness to 
the kingdom of God in a broken world. Today’s texts - Isaiah 65:17–25, Psalm 149, Hebrews 11:32–
40, and Matthew 17:1–8 - guide us into a deeper understanding of what it means to be a saint and to 
live in communion with the saints in the life of the Church.

I. Hope in the Promise of a New Creation (Isaiah 65:17–25)

Isaiah gives a stunning picture of God's promise: a new heaven and a new earth, where sorrow is 
forgotten and peace reigns. "Be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating" (v.18). The vision is 
not merely for the distant future - it’s a hope that anchors the saints in the present. Saints are people 
of hope. In a world marked by war, injustice, and despair, the Church is called to embody the vision 
of Isaiah. The Communion of Saints means that we live as citizens of the new Jerusalem, even now. 
We speak life where there is death, build peace where there is conflict, and sow joy where there is 
mourning. An illustration of this can be seen in the life of Saint Oscar Romero of El Salvador. 
Though surrounded by violence, he proclaimed peace and stood with the poor. He lived the hope of 
Isaiah’s vision even in the midst of death. His sainthood was not in isolation, but in communion - 
with the suffering people of God. We are not just waiting for heaven. We are building glimpses of it 
here. The Communion of Saints includes those who dream and work for a world where children 
don’t die young, where homes are filled with laughter, and where people live in peace with one 
another.

II. Praise as the Power of God’s People (Psalm 149)
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Psalm 149 calls us to praise the Lord in the assembly of the faithful. Saints are not sombre statues - 
they are joyful worshipers who know the power of praise. "Let the faithful exult in glory; let them 
sing for joy on their couches." (v.5) Praise is not just music; it is spiritual resistance. It is how the 
saints keep their spirits alive in times of trial. It is how the Church has survived persecution, 
colonialism, and division. When Paul and Silas were imprisoned, they sang hymns, and the prison 
doors flew open. Praise breaks chains. In the Communion of Saints, we inherit the songs of faith - 
from the psalms of David to the hymns of Charles Wesley to the gospel songs of oppressed peoples. 
The life of the Church is sustained by praise. When we gather to worship, we join the eternal praise 
of the saints around the throne of God. Our liturgy is not local; it is cosmic. When we sing, we echo 
the voices of the martyrs, the monks, the missionaries, and the multitude of saints across time and 
cultures. Let us not underestimate the power of joyful worship. The Communion of Saints teaches us 
that praise is our weapon, our comfort, and our legacy.

III. Faith that Endures Beyond Death (Hebrews 11:32–40)

The Epistle to the Hebrews gives us a powerful roster of saints - people who lived by faith even 
when they did not receive the fullness of the promise. They suffered mocking, imprisonment, and 
even death. Yet they endured, looking to a better resurrection. Saints are not perfect people; they are 
faithful people. They keep going when it would be easier to give up. They trust God even in 
uncertainty. The Communion of Saints includes these unnamed heroes of faith who bore witness in 
both triumph and tragedy. Think of the many unnamed saints in our churches - teachers, evangelists, 
parents, and pastors who lived faithfully and passed on the faith. They may never be canonized or 
written about, but their names are written in heaven. Hebrews reminds us that these saints did not 
receive the promise apart from us. We are their legacy. Their story continues in us. The Church is not 
a museum of dead relics - it is a living body connected by faith that endures. Let this encourage us: 
we are not alone. We are surrounded by witnesses who cheer us on. The Communion of Saints 
means we are part of a family that never dies. Their lives remind us that it is not how we start, but 
how we finish that matters.

IV. Seeing Jesus Alone in the Glorious Cloud (Matthew 17:1–8)

On the Mount of Transfiguration, Jesus appears with Moses and Elijah - two great saints 
representing the Law and the Prophets. Peter wants to build tents and preserve the moment. But then 
a voice says, "This is my Son, the Beloved... listen to him!" And when the disciples look up, they 
see no one but Jesus alone. This is the heart of the Communion of Saints. All saints, all witnesses, 
all glory ultimately point us to Christ. Saints are not worshiped - they direct our worship to Jesus. 
They reflect His glory, and their lives point to His face. In the life of the Church, we remember 
saints not to glorify them but to glorify God through them. In a culture obsessed with celebrity and 
personality, the Church needs to remember this moment: "They saw no one except Jesus alone." Let 
us learn to see Jesus in the cloud of witnesses. Let us see Him in the suffering, in the victorious, in 
the faithful, and in the humble. The Church exists not for its own sake but to lift up Christ. The 
Communion of Saints exists to reflect His light. And as we behold His glory, we are being 
transformed into His image.

Conclusion

The Communion of Saints is not a theological abstraction - it is the heartbeat of the Church. It 
reminds us that we belong to a family larger than ourselves, a community rooted in the past and 
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moving toward God’s promised future. Saints are not ghosts of the past; they are companions in the 
Spirit. Let us be inspired by Isaiah’s vision of renewal, lifted by the Psalms of praise, strengthened 
by the faith of those who endured, and awestruck by the glory of Christ revealed. On this All Saints 
Day, may we live not just remembering the saints, but becoming saints in our own time. Let us be a 
Church that reflects Christ’s glory, holds fast to His promise, praises Him in all seasons, and walks 
by faith until we, too, join that great cloud of witnesses in the eternal communion.

Prayer

Eternal God, Lord of the Church and King of the Saints, We thank You for the Communion of Saints 
- those who have gone before us, those who walk beside us, and those who will come after us. On 
this All Saints Day, renew our vision, ignite our faith, and strengthen our hope. May we be faithful 
like those who trusted in Your promises, courageous like those who suffered for Your name, and 
joyful like those who praised You in all circumstances. Let us see Jesus alone and follow Him with 
unwavering hearts. Make us instruments of Your grace in the world, and gather us one day into Your 
eternal presence with all the saints in light. In the name of Jesus Christ, the Alpha and Omega, we 
pray. Amen.
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